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Nursing News and Announcements 685 

Alumnae News of the Alumnae Association of the New York Hospital con- 
tains further information regarding the life and death of Amy E. Holmes, con- 
cerning whom a brief item appeared in the April Journal. Miss Holmes was 
born in England in 1870 and graduated from the New York Hospital in the class 
of 1896. She served as a Red Cross nurse at Fort McPherson, Ga., for four 
months in 1898, and the following year, served in the Philippines as a Spanish- 
American war nurse. In 1900, she joined the English military service and served 
for five years, part of the time in South Africa, during the Boer War. She was 
superintendent of the training school for male nurses at Bellevue from Septem- 
ber, 1907, for nearly three years. She was head nurse and superintendent of the 
American Hospital in Paris from April, 1911, to July, 1912, and was made 
an Associate of the Royal Sanitary Institute, London, in the fall of that year. 
From August, 1914, to December, 1916, she was Matron of H. M. Hospital Ship, 
Delta, and later Acting Matron of the Military Infectious Hospital, Cairo. After 
the Armistice, she was assistant head of the Paris office, American Red Cross 
Nursing Service. The last two years were spent as superintendent of an orphan 
asylum in Hartford, Conn. She received the following marks of recognition: a 
silver belt, from the officers of the Second Batallion, in 1902, in appreciation of her 
unremitting care of the sick; Royal Red Cross, First Class, conferred by the 
King in person; 1914-15 star for service in hospital ships; 1919, mentioned in a 
despatch from General Sir Ian S. M. Hamilton for gallant and distinguished 
service in the field. Miss Holmes was twice president of the New York Hospital 
Alumnae Association. Quotations from her diaries given in Alumnae News 
are of intense interest and show her courage, humor and self forgetfulness while 
serving under constant danger. Services were held in Grace Church, New York, 
February 24. Burial was in Arlington National Cemetery on the following day 
when, in addition to her personal friends, there were present Miss Noyes and 
Miss Butler, representing the Red Cross, and Major Stimson from the Army 
Nurse Corps. 



A PLEA TO NURSES 
I implore you to look over and beyond all selfish aims and considerations: 
accept the care of the sick as your sacred obligation, and because of them and in 
their interest, press your claims for better schools not only with the unorganized 
public, but with your state and national legislators. In a country where our 
founders proclaimed that our laws should make possible an equal chance for the 
pursuit of life, health, and happiness, the obligation to see this pledge more fully 
filled rests in large part with your profession. You cannot have great nurses 
in these days without good schools and you must be insistent, in season and out 
of season, until you have made your claim clear to every one — including those of 
your own number who do not make enough use of their collective strength and 
of their combined action. — By Isabel Lowman, Modern Hospital, February, 1922. 



